






























District Court of Appeal
 

Termination of Parental Rights and Dependency
 

Fiscal Year 2004-05 Dispositions
 

Summary 

Termination of Parental Rights 

Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total number of dispositions N 51 115 28 36 50 280

 Dispositions over 180 days 
N 30 92 21 21 31 195 
Mean 
(in days) 266 323 299 232 304 299 

Median 
(in days) 253 287 226 219 291 264 

90th 
(in days) 374 483 532 264 397 441

 Percent of days spent from:

 NOA to Perfection 

Percent 66.7% 70.4% 72.8% 64.9% 49.9% 66.4%

 Perfection to Disposition 

Percent 33.3% 29.6% 27.2% 35.1% 50.1% 33.6% 

Dependency 

Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total number of dispositions N 37 50 15 35 30 167

 Dispositions over 180 days 
N 14 40 7 15 17 93 
Mean 
(in days) 319 320 330 210 283 296 

Median 
(in days) 317 302 322 208 281 281 

90th 
(in days) 415 502 432 236 427 425

 Percent of days spent from:

 NOA to Perfection 

Percent 55.7% 69.5% 70.0% 65.7% 47.5% 62.8%

 Perfection to Disposition 

Percent 44.3% 30.5% 30.0% 34.3% 52.5% 37.2% 



District Court of Appeal
 

Termination of Parental Rights and Dependency
 

Fiscal Year 2004-05 Dispositions
 

Time Frame Segments of Dispositions Over 180 Days (in days) 

Termination of Parental Rights 

Time Frame Segment Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
NOA to Filing of Record N  29  92  20  21  31  193  

Mean 84 153 97 75 98 119 
Median 75 129 84 72 66 90 
90th 142 291 158 94 221 236 

Filing of Record to Initial Brief N  26  77  14  21  30  168  
Median 25 56 32 38 18 37 
90th 108 110 278 63 65 108 

Initial Brief to Answer Brief N  26  76  14  18  30  164  
Mean 40 34 74 20 30 36 
Median 30 31 61 19 25 27 
90th 70 58 160 35 61 68 

Answer Brief to Reply Brief N 5 26 3 9 12 55 
Mean 93 29 22 34 20 33 
Median 20 23 23 28 21 23 
90th 219 53 24 82 28 53 

Perfection to Conf/OA N  26  75  13  21  30  165  
Mean 70 53 37 44 105 63 
Median 71 45 27 39 97 55 
90th 98 87 67 79 143 106 

Conf/OA to Disposition N  11  75  13  21  26  146  
Mean 32 26 31 37 55 34 
Median 20 13 23 13 34 15 
90th 72 71 51 77 163 78 

Reply Brief to Disposition N 5 26 3 9 12 55 
Mean 83 84 38 82 152 96 
Median 98 78 33 58 133 87 
90th 142 127 50 161 221 184 



Time Frame Segments of Dispositions Over 180 Days (in days) 

Dependency 

Time Frame Segment Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
NOA to Filing of Record N  13  37  6  14  15  85  

Mean 103 158 114 106 77 124 
Median 108 141 104 74 56 95 
90th 150 317 205 258 199 228 

Filing of Record to Initial Brief N  10  32  5  14  15  76  
Median 17 23 61 15 22 21 
90th 97 110 85 45 102 102 

Initial Brief to Answer Brief N  10  31  4  14  13  72  
Mean 79 30 108 30 35 42 
Median 60 25 124 20 35 32 
90th 198 59 165 53 52 85 

Answer Brief to Reply Brief N  2  8  0  7  5  22  
Mean 26 24 N/A 13 14 18 
Median 26 22 N/A 11 11 21 
90th 29 42 N/A 21 32 29 

Perfection to Conf/OA N  10  29  4  14  16  73  
Mean 116 64 27 39 87 70 
Median 87 57 20 34 90 60 
90th 267 111 56 59 107 105 

Conf/OA to Disposition N  8  30  4  14  14  70  
Mean 34 16 57 30 73 35 
Median 29 9 50 17 25 14 
90th 92 25 115 69 233 81 

Reply Brief to Disposition N  2  8  0  7  5  22  
Mean 122 114 N/A 106 178 127 
Median 122 73 N/A 105 127 114 
90th 181 296 N/A 146 371 181 





Case Management Techniques for Dependency/Termination Appeals 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
Initiation of Appeal 

a) Notice to Parties of Expedited Procedures 9 9 9 9 9 

b) Contents of Notice 
i) case will be expedited 
ii) provide time frame 

15 days from date of order expediting for filing index to 
record, regardless of whether transcript is filed; 
20 days from date of order to file transcript;  
65 days from notice of appeal to file record on appeal;  

920 days after filing of transcript to file initial brief, or 50 days 
from date of order if appendix is used in lieu of record; 
15 days from service of initial brief for answer brief; 10 days 
from service of answer brief for reply brief. 

25 days from filing of notice to prepare record;  
60 days from filing of notice to transmit record to court; 
40 days from date of order expediting to serve initial brief; 15 
days from service of initial brief to serve answer brief; 
5 days from service of answer brief to file reply 

9 

iii) require name and address of court reporter  9 

iv) require appellant to notify clerk of court and court 
reporter of requirements of order, although court 
notifies clerk and official reporter 

9 

v) provide that filing of motions by any party shall not 
9toll running of briefing schedule 

vi) provide for sanctions to parties responsible for delays 
in appeal 

c) Case Set-Up 
i) use different colored folder for dependency/TPR 9 9 9 

cases to easily identify cases as being expedited 
ii) immediate review by central staff attorney to identify 

jurisdictional or procedural defects and proper 
classification of appeal  

9 

Case Monitoring 
a) Clerk’s office monitors appeal until assignment to a 

panel. 9 9 

b) Developing an excel spreadsheet to track all pending 
9cases and give chief judge monthly reports 

c) Motions are not held for response but immediately sent 
to panel. 9 

9 



1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
i)	 blue sticky note placed on each motion or other 

pleading tagged so they can be processed ahead of 
other pleadings 

9 

d) Each dependency/termination case is reviewed weekly 
by clerk’s office to insure case is proceeding in 
accordance with rules. 

9 

e) Central Staff monitors to perfection.  9
 
i) order for status report sent to circuit court clerk 

when record on appeal has not been filed if 50 days 
has passed since appellant filed notice of appeal. 

9 

ii) if circuit court clerk reports that no designations or 

directions have been filed, then order is sent to 

appellant requiring status report 

(1) once answer brief is filed, case is referred by to 


clerk’s office for assignment 

f) Extension Policies 

i) sparing extensions 9 9 9 9 

ii) set policy 60 days of extensions for briefs on TPR; 
9
90 days of extensions for briefs on dependencies 

Case Assignment Policies 
a) Reserving slots on each calendar for dependency/TPR  9
 9
 9
 

i) number of  reserved slots determined by reviewing 
number of dependency/TPR cases filed last year, 
with settings clerk monitoring throughout year for 
adequacy 

9 

ii)	 cases assigned to panel upon filing of answer brief 9
 9
 

iii) cases are generally assigned to panel within 30 days 
of answer brief being filed 9 

iv) cases are generally assigned to panel within 60 to 75 

9
days from perfection to conference  

v) OA cases and cases not assigned to vacant positions 
on panel are schedule during first week of a month’s 
calendar 

9 

b) Case assigned to next available oral argument or 
9
 9
conference calendar. 

c) Oral argument/conference scheduled within five or six 
weeks from filing of answer brief.  9 



1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

Decision-Making Policies 
a) When case is assigned to chambers, staff attorney 

responsible for preparation of bench memo gives case 
priority and provides bench memo to judge upon 
completion for review instead of with rest of memos for 
calendar. 

9 

b) Judges and panels are asked to review these cases ahead 
9 9of other cases. 

c) Judges are encouraged to review case to determine if it 
can be disposed of prior to conference date. 9 9 

d) Case stays on calendar if it is not disposed of prior to that 
9time.  

e) Judges have adopted a policy of disposing of 
dependency/termination cases within 30 days of 
conference or OA. 

9 

i)	 chief judge is authorized to monitor all such cases 
and to regularly inquire of any  dependency/TPR 

9case in a judge’s office more than 30 days from date 

of conference 


ii) case is considered delinquent if case is pending 45 
days following conference, and clerk circulates 
monthly report listing delinquent cases 

9 

Issuance of Opinion/Decision 
a) PCAs will be issued immediately to the parties, rather 

than waiting until the next weekly release date; however, 
they will be posted on the WEB and sent to Westlaw on 
the regular weekly release dates.  

9 

b) Clerk’s policy will be to process TPR and dependency 
9cases ahead of all other cases for opinion release.  

c) Written opinions in dependency/TPR cases will be given 
a one week pre-release circulation (rather than two 
weeks for all other opinions). 

9 

d)	 Issuance of Mandate as soon as the motion for rehearing 
is denied instead of waiting the additional 15 days as 9 
provided in Rule 9.340(b). 

Other Policies 



1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
Adoption of Internal Operating Procedures to be posted on 
the Website. This will include the expedited processing 
procedures for dependency and termination cases, which will 
put litigants and lawyers on notice of restricted policies 
regarding extensions in these cases. 

Draft as of 3/22/06 

9 



District Court of Appeal
 

Termination of Parental Rights and Dependency
 

Fiscal Year 2005-06 Dispositions
 

Summary 
Termination of Parental Rights 

Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total number of dispositions N 78 115 47 38 41 319

 Dispositions over 180 days 
N 47 94 39 20 21 221 
Mean 
(in days) 281 310 325 210 276 294 

Median 
(in days) 250 256 309 203 263 253 

90th 
(in days) 394 524 450 244 392 434

 Percent of days spent from:

 NOA to Perfection 

Percent 61.5% 65.4% 74.5% 65.4% 66.8% 66.5%

 Perfection to Disposition 

Percent 38.5% 34.6% 25.5% 34.6% 33.2% 33.5% 

Dependency 

Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total number of dispositions N 48 56 24 30 23 181

 Dispositions over 180 days 
N 28 35 13 13 16 105 
Mean 
(in days) 279 319 293 274 243 288 

Median 
(in days) 267 275 286 232 248 267 

90th 
(in days) 398 424 422 392 306 392

 Percent of days spent from:

 NOA to Perfection 

Percent 67.3% 67.2% 73.3% 66.0% 49.7% 65.7%

 Perfection to Disposition 

Percent 32.7% 32.8% 26.7% 34.0% 50.3% 34.3% 
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Time Frame Segments of Dispositions Over 180 Days (in days) 

Termination of Parental Rights 

Time Frame Segment Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
NOA to Filing of Record N  47  92  39  20  20  218  

Mean 103 120 78 82 79 102 
Median 93 94 53 76 59 86 
90th 207 241 158 125 155 224 

Filing of Record to Initial Brief N  45  80  25  20  17  187  
Median 11 41 86 6 22 30 
90th 66 128 182 70 55 124 

Initial Brief to Answer Brief N  43  78  25  20  17  183  
Mean 44 37 96 22 38 45 
Median 27 29 85 18 28 29 
90th 117 65 148 37 77 93 

Answer Brief to Reply Brief N  13  25  3  10  5  56  
Mean 29 19 24 19 11 21 
Median 22 20 26 21 12 20 
90th 49 25 32 26 17 28 

Perfection to Conf/OA N  44  77  27  20  18  186  
Mean 84 55 25 40 89 59 
Median 78 45 13 38 85 53 
90th 126 89 71 55 121 107 

Conf/OA to Disposition N  27  79  27  18  13  164  
Mean 41 42 24 36 67 40 
Median 22 9 20 27 62 15 
90th 71 139 43 97 163 105 

Reply Brief to Disposition N  13  25  3  10  6  57  
Mean 107 134 81 79 197 122 
Median 97 112 86 67 181 97 
90th 171 282 106 157 284 250 

Motion for Rehearing to Order on Motion N 2 12 2 3 1 20 
Mean 22 84 30 23 23 60 
Median 22 37 30 27 23 30 
90th 24 166 33 38 23 158 
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Time Frame Segments of Dispositions Over 180 Days (in days) 

Dependency 

Time Frame Segment Statistic First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
NOA to Filing of Record N  27  24  12  12  14  89  

Mean 120 133 153 107 74 119 
Median 95 113 155 79 47 100 
90th 258 250 242 189 171 242 

Filing of Record to Initial Brief N  27  19  7  11  14  78  
Median 12 45 -17 19 14 18 
90th 72 416 164 61 52 89 

Initial Brief to Answer Brief N  24  26  6  10  13  79  
Mean 45 31 85 45 26 40 
Median 34 24 71 35 24 34 
90th 112 50 154 94 53 84 

Answer Brief to Reply Brief N  10  11  1  2  5  29  
Mean 25 61 37 24 11 36 
Median 24 20 37 24 12 20 
90th 40 88 37 26 14 49 

Perfection to Conf/OA N  24  27  7  9  12  79  
Mean 77 69 53 54 87 71 
Median 72 65 20 39 84 65 
90th 131 78 154 120 113 120 

Conf/OA to Disposition N  13  27  7  8  9  64  
Mean 47 27 17 78 70 42 
Median 35 13 20 32 85 20 
90th 63 79 23 273 114 111 

Reply Brief to Disposition N  10  11  1  2  5  29  
Mean 115 62 33 174 132 99 
Median 101 78 33 174 133 96 
90th 172 196 33 252 189 196 

Motion for Rehearing to Order on Motion N 2 2 0 1 1 6 
Mean 31 24 N/A 12 21 24 
Median 31 24 N/A 12 21 24 
90th 33 25 N/A 12 21 33 
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District Court of Appeal
 
Total Notices and Petitions Filed
 

Fiscal Year 2005-06 1
 

First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total Cases Filed (Notices and Petitions) 6,355 5,989 3,097 4,925 4,669 25,035 

Total Notices Filed 4,879 4,607 2,404 3,763 3,796 19,449
 Criminal Post Conviction 1,276 1,450 816 1,205 1,230 5,977
 Other Criminal 1,288 1,695 445 1,080 1,352 5,860
 Civil 883 864 662 849 569 3,827
 Family 173 153 161 233 204 924
 Juvenile 205 317 158 165 282 1,127
 Probate/Guardianship 21 33 36 49 12 151
 Administrative 616 95 126 182 147 1,166
 Workers' Compensation 417 0  0  0  0  417  

Total Petitions Filed 1,476 1,382 693 1,162 873 5,586
 Criminal 799 984 458 867 666 3,774
 Civil 557 357 185 231 148 1,478
 Family 15 10 25 33 12 95
 Juvenile 20 27 18 12 39 116
 Probate/Guardianship 1 3 1 17 6 28
 Administrative 61 1  6  2  2  72
 Workers' Compensation 23 0  0  0  0  23  

1 Data as of July 31, 2006. 
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District Court of Appeal
 
Total Notices Filed
 

Fiscal Year 2005-06 1
 

First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total Notices Filed 4,879 4,607 2,404 3,763 3,796 19,449 

Total Criminal Post Conviction 1,276 1,450 816 1,205 1,230 5,977
 3.800 518 667 342 455 464 2,446
 3.850 737 747 457 739 751 3,431
 3.853 21 36 17 11 15 100 

Total Other Criminal 1,288 1,695 445 1,080 1,352 5,860
 Habeas Corpus 21 2 70 0 59 152
 Judgment and Sentence 1,044 1,540 232 921 1,166 4,903
 Other 201 71 115 92 85 564
 State Appeals 22 82 28 67 42 241 

Total Civil 883 864 662 849 569 3,827
 Other 481 856 658 824 552 3,371
 Prisoner Litigation 402 8 4 25 17 456 

Total Family 173 153 161 233 204 924
 Adoption 7  3  2  2  2  16
 Child 89 0 9 1 24 123
 Other 77 150 150 230 178 785 

Total Juvenile 205 317 158 165 282 1,127
 Delinquency 112 146 87 87 120 552
 Dependency 29 62 23 32 34 180
 Other 8 10 3 5 53 79
 Termination of Parental Rights 56 99 45 41 75 316 

Total Probate/Guardianship 21 33 36 49 12 151 

Total Administrative 616 95 126 182 147 1,166
 Other 313 68 54 94 80 609
 Unemployment Compensation 303 27 72 88 67 557 

Total Workers' Compensation 417 0  0  0  0  417  

1 Data as of July 31, 2006. 
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District Court of Appeal 
Total Petitions Filed 

Fiscal Year 2005-06 1 

First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total Petitions Filed 1,476 1,382 693 1,162 873 5,586 

Total Criminal 799 984 458 867 666 3,774
 Certiorari 44 74 31 38 42 229
 Coram Nobis 0 2 0 0 0 2
 Habeas Corpus 119 124 81 140 79 543
 Mandamus 350 390 136 346 166 1,388
 Other Original Proceedings 2  7  4  9  4  26
 Ineffective Assistance of Counsel 80 134 64 86 124 488
 Belated Appeal 173 203 112 205 208 901
 Prohibition 31 50 30 43 43 197 

Total Civil 557 357 185 231 148 1,478
 Certiorari 354 181 142 153 119 949
 Habeas Corpus 13 36 3 4 1 57
 Mandamus 139 106 13 30 19 307
 Other Original Proceedings 4 0 1 0 0 5
 Review Orders Excluding Press/Public 1 0 0 0 0 1
 Prohibition 46 32 26 43 7 154
 Quo Warranto 0 2 0 1 2 5 

Total Family 15 10 25 33 12 95
 Certiorari 4 2 9 12 2 29
 Habeas Corpus 2 1 0 2 3 8
 Mandamus 9  3  1  3  1  17
 Review Orders Excluding Press/Public 0 0 1 0 0 1
 Prohibition 0 4 14 16 6 40 

Total Juvenile 20 27 18 12 39 116
 Certiorari 1  7  2  3  8  21
 Habeas Corpus 15 17 8 9 21 70
 Mandamus 1 0 0 0 2 3
 Other Original Proceedings 0 0 0 0 1 1
 Prohibition 3  3  8  0  7  21  
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First Second Third Fourth Fifth State 
Total Petitions Filed 

Total Probate/Guardianship 

1,476 

1 

1,382 

3 

693 

1 

1,162 

17 

873 

6 

5,586 

28
 Certiorari 0 1 0 11 3 15
 Mandamus 0 1 0 1 1 3
 Other Original Proceedings 0 0 0 1 0 1
 Prohibition 1 1 1 4 2 9 

Total Administrative 61 1  6  2  2  72
 Certiorari 9  0  1  0  0  10
 Mandamus 24 0  5  2  0  31
 Other Original Proceedings 10 0  0  0  0  10
 Non-Final Agency Action 13 1  0  0  2  16
 Review Orders Excluding Press/Public 1 0 0 0 0 1
 Prohibition 4 0 0 0 0 4 

Total Workers' Compensation 23 0  0  0  0  23
 Certiorari 14 0  0  0  0  14
 Mandamus 4 0 0 0 0 4
 Prohibition 5 0 0 0 0 5 

1 Data as of July 31, 2006. 
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