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Rule 2.085
Time Standards for Trial and Appellate Courts

(d) Time Standards.  The following time standards are
hereby established as a presumptively reasonable time
period for the completion of cases in the trial and appellate
courts of this state.  It is recognized that there are cases
that, because of their complexity and present problems that
cause reasonable delays.  However, most cases should be
completed within the following time periods:
                                    . . . 
     Felony – 180 days (arrest to final disposition)
                                    . . .



Timeliness Goals
Under Revised Rule (to be developed)

Example:
x% of circuit criminal cases should be
disposed within 180 days of filing

Different goals may be established for
different classifications of cases, such as:

P first degree and capital murder
P other murder
P capital sexual offenses
P other sexual offenses
P all other circuit criminal cases



Draft Purpose Statement
Mission of the Circuit Court in the Handling of Felony Cases

The role of the Circuit Courts in the handling of
felony cases is to provide an independent forum
to ensure fair and equal treatment to defendants,
victims, witnesses, and other participants,
giving each case the time and resources
necessary to do justice.  Judges impose punitive
and rehabilitative sanctions to restore justice,
protect victims, and enhance public safety.



Organization of Indicators

P Jurisdiction
PCase Processing
PDisposition

The indicators to be presented here are for illustration. 
Not all of the figures presented have been verified.



Juvenile 12.6% 96,481

Probate/Guardianship 11.9% 90,979

Domestic Relations 30.7% 235,427

Civil 20.9% 160,489

Criminal 23.9% 183,350

Circuit Court Filings
source: all counties, SRS, fiscal year 1998-99

Total Filings: 766,726
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source: all counties, SRS, fiscal year 1998-99
Total Filings: 766,726    Criminal Filings: 183,350



3rd Degree 68.6% 125,778

2nd Degree 25.7% 47,121

1st Degree 4.8% 8,801
Life 0.7% 1,283

Capital 0.2% 367

Circuit Criminal Filings 
Comparison of Filings by Degree Level

source: all counties, OBTS/FDLE, fiscal year 1998-99

1st degree:   penalty not to exceed 30 years

3rd degree:   penalty not to exceed 5 years
2nd degree:  penalty not to exceed 15 years
                     (some with possibility of life)

Criminal Filings: 183,350
run date Jul-00



Other 8.5% 15,589

Drug 31.9% 58,580

Crimes Against Property 35.0% 64,086

Crimes Against Persons 24.6% 45,095

Circuit Criminal Filings
source: all counties, SRS, fiscal year 1998-99

Criminal Filings: 183,350
run date Jul-00



Other 8.5% 15,589

Drugs 31.9% 58,580

Other Crimes Against Property 1.0% 1,785

Worthless Checks 3.9% 7,217
Theft, Forgery, Fraud 20.3% 37,186

Burglary 9.8% 17,898

Other Crimes Against Persons 18.7% 34,216

Robbery 3.0% 5,446

Sexual Offenses 2.1% 3,810

Non-Capital Murder 0.6% 1,190

Capital Murder 0.2% 433

Circuit Criminal Filings
source: all counties, SRS, fiscal year 1998-99

Criminal Filings: 183,350
run date Jul-00



Timeliness Indicators
based on a preliminary review of 43 counties

P 48% of circuit criminal cases disposed within 120 days of filing
P 62% of circuit criminal cases disposed within 180 days of filing
P 83% of circuit criminal cases disposed within one year of filing

Filing to Disposition

P 50% of circuit criminal cases disposed within 120 days of arrest
P 67% of circuit criminal cases disposed within 180 days of arrest
P 87% of circuit criminal cases disposed within one year of arrest

Arrest to Disposition run date 11-17-00
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Clearance Rates
Dispositions in One Year as a Percentage of Filings

source: SRS, all counties
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run date 12-1-00



3

2.6

1.6
1.8

2.2

2.7

3.6

3.3

2.4
2.5

2.2

2.7
2.5

3.4
3.2

1.9

4.0

3.4

3.7

2.5

2.8

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th State
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

Jury Trial Rates
Jury Trials as a Percentage of Dispositions

source: SRS, all counties, fiscal year 1998-99

Criminal Dispositions: 176,903 run date 11-28-00



Non-Jury Trial 0.4% 621Jury Trial 2.8% 4,923

*Other 18.4% 32,598

Plea 78.4% 138,761

Manner of Disposition
source: SRS, all counties, fiscal year 1998-99

Criminal Dispositions: 176,903

* Includes defendants placed on 
deferred prosecution program,
transferred to another court, dismissed
prior to trial, and dismissed on the
prosecutor’s motion.

run date 11-28-00



*Other 18.4% 32,598

Conviction 80.7% 142,739

Acquittal 0.9% 1,566

Disposition Outcome
source: SRS, all counties, fiscal year 1998-99

Criminal Dispositions: 176,903

* Includes defendants placed on 
deferred prosecution program,
transferred to another court, dismissed
prior to trial, and dismissed on the
prosecutor’s motion.

run date 11-28-00
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