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Circuits Complete Training Events

As reported in the previous issue of “Domestic Violence Review”, Office of Court Improvement staff developed a circuit training model designed to take advantage of available federal grant funding that enabled us to hold training events in each circuit. As a result of the collaborative efforts of the OCI and circuit court staff all over the state, ten events were held with a total of fourteen circuits participating. The trainings covered domestic violence and/or dependency issues.   A brief summary of each event follows.
Circuit 1

Held on March 13, in Pensacola, this full day event focused on the intersection of dependency and domestic violence, the effects of domestic violence on the later lives of children, and how agencies can best work together for the good of domestic violence victims and their children.   Ninety-two judges, court staff and stakeholders attended.
Circuit 3
Fifty-four judges, court staff and stakeholders attended a full day training event on April 24, 
2009, in Madison  County.  A plenary session 
featuring a panel presentation on Youth in Court was followed by concurrent workshops on a variety of domestic violence and dependency topics including the following:  The Fostering Court Improvement Project; Parenting Plans; The Significance of Diminishment in Domestic Violence; Chapter 39; Parenting Under Fire; and Addictions 101.   
Circuit 8

The circuit conducted an afternoon training event entitled “A New Look at Domestic Violence” on March 23, 2009 in Gainesville.  Both the domestic violence community and family court professionals agree that intimate partners should not engage in any form of abuse and that abusers should be held accountable for their behavior. Both groups are dedicated to serving children and families. The two groups do, however, have differences of opinion on how domestic violence should be defined and addressed in the courts.   The 110 attendees were invited to think critically about these issues.
Circuit 9

This  full day training event on March 5th in Orlando  featured the following workshops on dependency and domestic violence topics : The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children of All Ages; Law Enforcement Responses to Domestic Violence and Dependency Cases ; Injunctions In Dependency & Family Law Cases; Dependency And Civil DV Cases In The Courts ; Community Resources Available for Survivors, Batterers, and Children In Families Impacted By Domestic Violence.  There were 160 participants.
Circuit 11
On March 13, 2009, the Eleventh Circuit partnered with OCI and the National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence (A partnership of the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and the Family Violence Prevention Fund) and held a full day training event in Miami entitled “Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases”. This workshop was a truncated version of the curriculum used by the NCJFCJ in its training programs for judges.  Twenty-two judges joined 80 other attendees at this event.
Circuit 15

 “Increased Violence in Stressful Times” was the title of this event held in West Palm Beach on April 24, 2009. The keynote address, Coordinating a Community Response to Domestic Violence and Children, focused on the need for collaboration across systems and introduced the “Safe and Together” model.  A breakout session continued this conversation, particularly with regard to implementation issues.  Other sessions included:  Representation of Children in Dependency Cases:  Overview of the Foster Care Children’s Project and the Juvenile Advocacy Project; Effective Use of Certified Battered Intervention Programs in the Community; and Children in Dependency Cases: Where It All Starts.
Circuit 16 
While covering a wide variety of specific topics, the intersection of domestic violence and 
dependency was the overarching theme of the training held in Key West on February 16, 2009.  A presentation on domestic violence dynamics 
helped to provide the necessary background information for the 90 attendees.
Circuit 17

This full day training on January 30, 2009 in Ft. Lauderdale, took a different approach to the overlap of dependency and domestic violence, focusing on adolescents in the foster care system.  The two hour afternoon session, “The Cause and Effects of Adolescent Violence”, looked at several issues, including domestic and dating violence.   Five judges and thirty court staff were among the over 200 attendees.
Circuit 19 
Seventy-one people attended this afternoon training on domestic violence held April 17, 2009, in St. Lucie West. The program focused on debunking myths surrounding domestic violence by assisting participants in identifying 
risk factors, and understanding the underlying 
dynamics in relationships characterized by 
domestic violence.  Victims’ strategies for survival, characteristics of batterers, the nature 
of batterer intervention programs, the impact of domestic violence on children, and the role of mediation in domestic violence cases were covered.  

Circuits 5, 6, 10, 12 and 13 – Florida Chapter of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts - Annual Conference
These five circuits used their circuit training funds to support the attendance of court staff at the FLAFCC Conference held Feb. 27 -28, 2009, in Tampa.  The purpose of the conference was to bring together the full variety of professionals involved in Florida’s family courts for training and networking.  The seminar included both plenary and breakout sessions covering a wide variety of topics.  Special programs were also included for magistrates and hearing officers as well as for paralegals.  Of particular interest, was the session entitled Domestic Violence Differentiation:  Implications for Selecting Processes and Deciding Access to Children.  Grant funding enabled eight judges and seventy-three other court staff to attend.

Circuit News

6th Circuit                                
The local ABC affiliate in Tampa produced a primetime special focused on the processes of obtaining a domestic violence injunction for protection.  The program, which aired on Friday, April 17, was partially filmed in the domestic violence room of the clerk’s office at the Criminal Justice Center in Pinellas County.  The special was part of the station’s month-long focus on domestic violence issues in the Tampa Bay area.  To see the special, please go to: http://www.abcactionnews.com/content/positively_tampa_bay/domestic_violence/default.aspx.
In each issue of “The Domestic Violence Review” we hope to feature news of interest from the circuits.  Please submit news articles to newberrya@flcourts.org


News From The Office of Court Improvement
Case Law Updates
Correction

The November edition of the Domestic Violence Review reported in the Case Law Updates that  “The mother of a 17 year old girl petitioned the court for an injunction against dating violence against the girl’s 18 year old boyfriend. “  This was actually a same sex relationship.  We apologize for the error.

Injunction for Protection DVDs 
STOP Violence Against Women grant funds enabled the Office of Court Improvement to produce two  DVDs on the injunction process designed for litigants.   The DVDs will be distributed to the circuits as well as stakeholders in June.
The first film, “An Overview”, focuses on the needs of parties considering a petition for protection and is intended to be shown by court staff, deputy clerks, advocates and other front-line service providers.  It is hoped that the film will assist petitioners (as well as respondents) in understanding Florida’s four orders of protection and the requirements for filing a petition.  Ideally, this will streamline the petition process, decrease errors, and help insure the prompt and efficient hearing of cases.                                                      

Depending on the outcome of the petition for protection, most litigants eventually end up in a court room.  This can be a daunting experience, especially for victims of violence.   The second video, “The Hearing”, is designed to be shown by court staff as part of court “orientation” programs on the day of the hearing.  The film provides important information about court room procedures, a description of the participants in the hearing, and answers many questions litigants might have in a proactive way. 
While some of the major roles were taken by professional actors, most of the individuals featured in the two videos are OCI staff members.  The OCI Domestic Violence Team owes a great debt of gratitude to this group of dedicated professionals who took time out of their busy schedules to assist in this project.  We also want to thank the following for their contribution of time, locations, and staff:

The Office of Court Administration, Second Judicial Circuit of Florida                                         Tonya Monk, Court Operations Manager                                                                                                              The Leon County Clerk of Courts’ Office                                                                                                            Cathy Mills, Executive Assistant                                                                                                                              The Leon County Sheriff’s Office, Bailiffs Unit                                                                                         Sergeant Debbie Hertz
Teen Dating Violence Facts
“Teen Dating Violence Facts” (pp. 1-4), published by the ABA Steering Committee on the Unmet

Legal Needs of Children, 2006.  ©2006 by the American Bar Association.  Reprinted with permission.
Prevalence and Frequency
Teen dating violence runs across race, gender, and socioeconomic lines.  Both males and females are victims, but boys and girls are abusive in different ways:

· Girls are more likely to yell, threaten to hurt themselves, pinch, slap, scratch, or kick;

· Boys injure girls more severely and frequently;

· Some teen victims experience violence occasionally;

· Others are abused more often . . . sometimes daily.1
A comparison of Intimate Partner Violence rates between teens and adults reveals that teens are at higher risk of intimate partner abuse.2
Females ages 16-24 are more vulnerable to intimate partner violence than any other age group – at a rate almost triple the national average.3
Approximately 1 in 5 female high school students report being physically and/or sexually abused by a dating partner.4
Among female victims of intimate partner violence, a current or former boyfriend or girlfriend victimized 94% of those between the ages of 16-19.5
Between 1993 and 1999, 22% of all homicides against females ages 16-19 were committed by an intimate partner.6
In a study of gay, lesbian, and bisexual adolescents, youths involved in same-sex dating are just as likely to experience dating violence as youths involved in opposite sex dating.7
Nearly one-half of adult sex offenders report committing their first sexual offenses prior to the age of 18.8
58% of rape victims report being raped between the ages of 12-24.9
Half of the reported date rapes occur among teenagers.10
Intimate partner violence among adolescents is associated with increased risk of substance use, unhealthy weight control behaviors, sexual risk behaviors, pregnancy, and suicide.11
Parental Awareness
81% of parents surveyed either believe teen dating violence is not an issue or admit they don’t know if it’s an issue.12
A majority of parents (54%) admit they’ve not spoken to their child about dating violence.13
Teen Awareness
Nearly 25% of 14-17 year-olds surveyed know at least one student who was a victim of dating violence, while 11% know multiple victims of dating violence. 33% of teens have actually witnessed such an event.14
20% of surveyed male students report witnessing someone they go to high school with physically hit a person they were dating.15
39% of female high school students report that students talk in school about whether someone is attempting to control the person they are dating.16
57% of teens know someone who has been physically, sexually, or verbally abusive in a dating relationship.17
45% of girls know a friend or peer who has been pressured into either intercourse or oral sex.18
One in three teens reports knowing a friend or peer who has been hit, punched, kicked,

slapped or physically hurt by their dating partner.19
In 9 out of 10 rapes in which the offender is under 18, so is the victim.20
Incident Reporting
When female high school students were asked whom they would talk to if someone they date is attempting to control them, insults them, or physically harms them, 86% percent said they would confide in a friend, while only 7% said they would talk to police.21
83% of 10th graders surveyed at the 4th Annual Teen Dating Abuse Summit reported that they would sooner turn to a friend for help with dating abuse than to a teacher, counselor, parent or other caring adult.22
Only 33% of teens who were in an abusive relationship ever told anyone about the abuse23
Contributing Factors
A study of 1,600 juvenile sexual assault offenders nationwide indicated that only around 33% of the juveniles perceived sex as a way to demonstrate love or caring for another person; 23.5% percent perceived sex as a way to feel power and control; 9.4% as a way to dissipate anger; 8.4% percent as a way to punish.24
A University of Texas medical center study of new mothers, age 18 and younger, chronicled numerous reports of being slapped, hit, kicked or physically hurt by a husband or boyfriend.  Most of the violent incidents occurred during the first three months after childbirth.25
Both victims and abusers attribute the responsibility for violent dating behavior to victims, caused by: provocation by the girl; the victim’s personality type; the girl’s need for affection; communication problems; and peer group influence.26
77% of female and 67% of male high school students experience some form of sexual coercion, including unwanted kissing, hugging, genital contact, and sexual intercourse.27
Male peer support for violence against women is a constant predictor of male violence within post-secondary educational institutions.28
50% of youth reporting both dating violence and rape also reported attempting suicide, compared to 12.5% of non-abused girls and 5.4% of non-abused boys.29
The Legacy of Relationship Abuse
More than half of both prison and jail inmates serving time for violence against an intimate were using drugs, alcohol or both at the time of the incident for which they were incarcerated.30
The severity of violence among intimate partners has been shown to increase if the pattern has been established in adolescence.31
Patterns of dating violence behavior often start early and carry through into adult

relationships.32
Violent relationships in adolescence can have serious ramifications for victims: Many will continue to be abused in their adult relationships and are at a higher risk for substance abuse, eating disorders, risky sexual behavior, and suicide.33
____________________
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Helpful Web Resources

Domestic Violence

DV Benchbook
DV Strategic Plan
Petitioner Brochures
Respondent Brochures
DV Civil Injunction Survey Report
DV Resources for Court Staff
DV Case Management Guidelines
Best Practices Model on Child Support in DV cases
Dating Violence Checklist
Repeat Violence Checklist
Sexual Violence Checklist
DV Checklist
DV Court Action Plan
DV Assessment Final Report 
Questions or comments about this publication should be directed to Selina Fleming at 850-414-1507 or by email at Flemings@flcourts.org.
This project was supported by Grant No. 2007-WF-AX-0062 awarded by the Violence Against Women Grants Office, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.  Points of view in this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice or the Florida Department of Children and Families.


















Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating this Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence Cases


The National Judicial Education Program Announces a New, Free Web Course and Resource for Judges and Other Justice System Professionals


� HYPERLINK "http://www.njep-ipsacourse.org/index.php" \t "_blank" �http://www.njep-ipsacourse.org/index.php�








Domestic Violence in Florida


A Day In The Life . . .





Every year the National Network to End Domestic Violence does a one day survey of all the domestic violence programs in the country.  “On September 17, 2008, 40 out of 42, or 95%, of identified domestic violence programs in Florida participated in the 2008 National Census of Domestic Violence Services. The following figures represent the information provided by 40 participating programs about services provided during the 24-hour survey period.”  Some of those statistics are provided here.


2,942 Victims Served In One Day


1,859 domestic violence victims found refuge in emergency shelters or transitional housing provided by local domestic violence programs. 


1,083 adults and children received non-residential assistance and services, including individual counseling, legal advocacy, and children’s support groups.





For more information, please go to:� HYPERLINK "http://nnedv.org/resources/census/67-census-domestic-violence-counts/232-census2008.html" �http://nnedv.org/resources/census/67-census-domestic-violence-counts/232-census2008.html�











Statewide Domestic Violence Coordinator Meeting


April 16 – 17, 2009


Orlando, Florida





A statewide meeting of the domestic violence coordinators was held on April 16th -17th in Orlando.  Federal  STOP grant funding was utilized to enable one representative from each circuit to attend this event.  The purpose of this meeting was to provide training, but also, to facilitate discussion and the exchange of information about the courts’ handling of civil injunction for protection cases with circuit court staff.


The meeting agenda for Thursday, April 16th, focused on the Ninth Circuit domestic violence court.  The Honorable Alice Blackwell, Administrative Judge, welcomed attendees and spoke about the recent changes in court practices and policies pertaining to domestic violence cases in the Ninth Circuit.  She outlined the components of the specialized domestic violence court and the findings and recommendations of the local multi-disciplinary committee that lead to its development.  Judge Blackwell emphasized the importance of engaging the judiciary, court personnel, partner agencies, and the community in the planning and implementation of the court and explained that their input and resources were essential to the improvements to the court, victim services, technology, and coordinated community response in the Ninth Circuit.


Attendees observed domestic violence court hearings and toured the facilities.  Afterward, panelists including Judge Blackwell; Pam Boger, Clerk’s Office; Heather Wilkie, Harbor House; and Tammie Washington & Molly Oksner, Court Administration lead a discussion about observations and answered questions.  In addition, Carol Wick presented an advocate’s perspective on the domestic violence court as well as dynamics, statistics, and current issues.  Lastly, OCI staff facilitated a discussion of issues, news, best practices, and needs in each circuit.


On Friday, April 17th, Dr. Debra Carter, Ph.D., Co-Founder and Clinical Director of the Florida Institute for Cooperative Parenting, provided training on parenting plan development.  She spoke about the recent changes to the statutes and forms and the four structured plans: basic, highly structured, long distance, and safety-focused. She also addressed domestic violence considerations in the development of parenting plans.  Attendees indicated that the information was very helpful and requested further trainings on this topic in the future.





Copies of training materials from this meeting are available upon request, please contact OCI staff at 


850-617-4005.
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