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Virtual Court Awarded Continuing Judicial Education Credit
The Office of Court Improvement (OCI) is pleased to announce that the Virtual Court program has been approved for up to 1.50 non-conference Domestic Violence CJE credit hours.  The CJE credits given are based on actual attendance up to the maximum approved. Requests for this credit must be made to the Office of the State Courts Administrator (OSCA) Court Education Division which has provided us with the following explanation of the process.  The program can be accessed by going to http://virtualcourt.flcourts.org.
Judges may apply for non-conference sponsored Continuing Judicial Education (CJE) credit by emailing their request to CJEMail@flcourts.org  or writing to: Court Education Division, Office of the State Courts Administrator, 500 South Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1900 (Attention: CJE Credit). 

The FCEC has adopted a policy that judges may earn up to six (6) hours of CJE credit by participating in education programs via video teleconferencing, correspondence course, internet course, and other distance learning.  Judges should seek course approval as described above. 

Judges who have completed the program but have not yet requested a certificate of completion, may do so by sending an email request to vcsupport@flcourts.org.                                                                                                                                                                              
News from the Office of Court Improvement

Staff Changes

Over the past several months, a number of staff changes occurred within the domestic violence team.  During these transitions, our office has been committed to continuing the high levels of support, training and information for courts and partners that you have come to expect.  Please join us in wishing all the best to the following individuals.

During fiscal year 2008 – 2009, Jennifer Grandal served as Project Manager for the office’s STOP Grant funded domestic violence initiatives.  While serving in this capacity, Jennifer continued her work as Court Operations Consultant for the OCI’s Drug Court program.   The recent expansion of Florida’s drug courts required that Jennifer return to full time work in that arena.  Jennifer’s dedication to the domestic violence program is greatly appreciated.
Due to Jennifer’s departure from the domestic violence team, Senior Attorney Kathleen Tailer has assumed the responsibilities of domestic violence project manager.  She will continue her work as the domestic violence team’s staff attorney.  Kathleen’s time and legal expertise is shared with the Dependency Court Improvement Program (DCIP) team. 

Natalie Miller has left OCI after serving for almost two years as a domestic violence Senior Court Analyst II.  She accepted a position in Lake City where she can be closer to family.  Natalie’s enthusiasm for our work will be missed.
Many of you will remember Linda McNeill, who was a valued part of the OCI’s domestic violence and DCIP team.  As of October 31, Linda has retired from the OSCA. 
OCI recently welcomed Andrew Wentzell to the Domestic Violence STOP grant team as a Senior Court Analyst II, filling the position left vacant by Natalie Miller’s departure.  Andrew is an attorney and graduated from the FSU College of Law in 2007.  He worked as a research assistant for Florida Coastal School of Law and as LSAT Director at Solution Skills, Inc., until he recently opened North Florida Law Collaborative as a sole proprietor.  Due to his education, work experiences, and subject matter expertise in the area of collaborative law, Andrew is familiar with the purpose and operation of the judicial branch, court practices and programs, and the laws governing domestic violence.  Andrew also has direct experience with the creation and implementation of educational programs, conference planning, and program facilitation. 
What Is the Difference between Anger Management and a 
Certified Batterer Intervention Program (BIP)
Experts in the field of domestic violence have long considered BIPs to be best equipped to handle the needs of batterers.  Anger management programs are sometimes utilized in place of BIP.  While excellent at what they are designed to do, anger management programs do not generally meet the needs of most batterers.  The following chart was provided by Department of Children and Families (DCF) as a helpful reminder of the differences between anger management and BIP.
	
	Anger Management 
	Certified Batterer Intervention

	Are programs state certified                        
	No
	Yes. Certification is granted by the Florida Department of Children and Families, Domestic Violence Program Office.

	Who is served by the programs?
	Perpetrators of stranger or non-intimate violence
	Specifically designed to work with perpetrators of intimate partner violence.

	How long are the   programs?           
	Usually 6-20 sessions, with an average program lasting 10 sessions
	Mandated by Florida Statute at 29 weeks which includes a minimum of 24 sessions, assessment, intake/enrollment and orientation.

	Do programs contact victims?
	No
	Yes. By letter when the batterer enrolls and is discharged from the program.  If the offender makes known threats toward the victim, the program will contact the victim and the proper authorities. The victim is provided with local referral information.

	Are programs monitored by a state agency?
	No
	Yes. By the Department of Children & Families, Domestic Violence Program Office. 

	Are programs linked with a battered women's agency?
	No
	Not directly. Letters to victims contain contact information for local certified domestic violence centers. Certified batterers programs are encouraged to establish relationships with their local certified centers and many have fostered that relationship.

	Do programs assess batterers for lethality?
	No
	Yes. While not a prediction model, certified assessors conduct an assessment which includes questions which reveal how potentially lethal a batterer may be - such as if he owns a gun, has a history of intimate partner violence or has been convicted of other violent offenses.

	What is the emphasis of the intervention?
	Violence is seen as a momentary outburst of anger.
	Physical violence is seen as one of many forms of abusive behaviors chosen by batterers to control their intimate partners.  Other behaviors include physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and economic abuse.  Batterer intervention models hold batterers accountable for the violent and abusive choices they make.  They teach batterers to recognize how their abuse affects their partners and children and to practice alternatives to abusive behaviors.

	Are group facilitators trained about domestic violence?
	Subject to agency discretion 
	Yes. State standards require that facilitators  receive an initial 21 hours of state approved basic facilitator training, 8 hours of substance abuse as it relates to domestic violence, 4 hours of attendance at domestic violence court hearings, 40 hours of victim centered training and 84 hours of co-facilitating with a certified program (may not be completed in less than six months). Twelve CEU's in DV/batterer intervention are required annually thereafter.

	How would I address grievances with this type of program?
	Talk to the director of the program
	First, talk to the director of the program and second, notify the DCF, Office of Domestic Violence Programs, (850) 921-2168.


A Judge’s Perspective

As human trafficking continues to infiltrate many aspects of our society, judges are more likely to encounter trafficking victims and perpetrators in their courtrooms.  Judges report an intersection of domestic violence and human trafficking in the cases appearing before them.  The following article provides insight into the issue from a judicial perspective.
Judges wishing to contribute to future editions of the “Domestic Violence Review” should contact Austin Newberry at newberrya@flcourts.org. 

Judge Lynn Tepper has been a Circuit Judge in Florida’s 6th Judicial Circuit since 1989, after one term on the Pasco County Bench.  Judge Tepper currently sits in the domestic relations division in Dade City.  In 1977 she received her J.D. from Stetson University College of Law after receiving her B.A. from Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y.  Judge Tepper has clerked in Bankruptcy Court, served as an assistant public defender and had a private practice.

Robin Hassler Thompson, M.A., J.D., of Robin H. Thompson and Associates is a co-founder of International Justice Connections, Inc. (IJC), a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing social and economic justice across the globe. She consults with a wide range of clients including universities, state and national public policy and human rights advocacy groups, non-profit organizations and international law firms. Her work includes domestic and sexual violence law and policy analysis, Violence Against Women Act implementation, adult domestic violence fatality reviews, workplace violence law and policy, health care issues and human trafficking.
Human Trafficking and the Courts: Seeing With “New Eyes”

Judge Lynn Tepper and Robin Thompson

In dependency court, the judge was telling the 13 year old boy that he soon would be living with a nice family, that he could go to school and that he no longer had to work picking up debris at construction sites.  The boy, visibly upset, began to cry and said – “No, no! I have to work!”  

The woman wrote in her petition for an injunction for protection against domestic violence that she was living at a domestic violence shelter, that she was afraid her boyfriend was going to kill her or call immigration so she would be deported and never see her baby again.  She said he beat her when she told him she would not work at a local massage parlor any more to pay off money she owed him.  She just found out that she was pregnant with their child.  

The defendant was charged with aggravated battery.  His public defender said that his client was in a bar brawl because he refused to sign over his paycheck to the crew boss.  The boss had held a knife to the defendant’s throat and threatened to harm his client’s wife and children in Mexico.

The 16 year old girl before the delinquency judge was from Detroit.  She was arrested propositioning an undercover agent.  She is a runaway from an abusive home and she was shaking – perhaps because she was an addict, perhaps because she said her “boyfriend” was going to be really mad, or perhaps because both are true.
Human trafficking lurks in each one of these scenarios as one of the most important keys to understanding each case.   If the court, the attorneys or court staff missed this underlying theme, they would miss critical aspects of the case including applicable law, available remedies and important rights held by these individuals before the court who, in reality, are victims of a form of modern day slavery.  Human trafficking, where Florida is often called third in the nation in terms of prevalence, is a topic important to all sectors of our state, public and private.  It is found in cities and small towns across the state.  Indeed, it is an international crime, second only to drug trafficking with an alarming growth.

Florida’s judges may have seen a human trafficking case in the past, but instead saw only a domestic violence matter, a delinquent or dependent child who was abused, or a Friday night bar fight.  The challenge now is to deepen understanding of the facts and dynamics of cases before the court.  That is, while human trafficking and certain laws and policies may be new to you, it is important to see human trafficking as an aspect of the work judges already may be doing.
Human Trafficking Defined

What is human trafficking?1  Put simply, human trafficking is a form of modern day slavery.  It involves the exploitation of vulnerable people for commercial sex or forced labor.  The victims may be illegal immigrants, legal immigrants, or even U.S. citizens.  Eighty percent of victims are women and children.  Traffickers prey on people of all ages, educational levels and ability.  Like domestic violence, it crosses all social, ethnic, racial and gender lines.  Any weakness is used as the proverbial big stick to keep the victim under control.

The traffickers use “force, fraud, or coercion” to exert control over their victims.  Many of the tactics traffickers use will be familiar to anyone who has observed how domestic violence perpetrators control their victims.  Both traffickers and domestic violence abusers use physical force and psychological threats.   They isolate victims, they monitor and control victim movement and they control victims’ access to friends, family and anyone in the outside world who can help them. They use the victims’ children as pawns and as ways to force the victim to comply with their wishes and to keep them from contacting law enforcement or anyone else for help.  The children may be located in Florida or in the victim’s home of origin.  As with victims of domestic violence, compliance is obtained by the mere threat of harm to them or a loved one.  The consequences are so grave and so feared, (harm to a child or forced deportation) that the victims acquiesce.  Just as a raised hand and firm voice succeed in obedience with a pet dog, so do perpetrators of violence and traffickers.

While these tactics are common, there are also significant differences between domestic violence and human trafficking: there are fewer resources dedicated to human trafficking victim support, motivations for traffickers are usually economic and it is economics that lure the victims into traffickers’ traps.  Some say that society’s understanding and responses to human trafficking are where they were regarding domestic violence forty years ago.

Trafficking can be found in a variety of situations.  We see human trafficking in domestic service, prostitution and the sex industry, forced marriage (“mail order bride” schemes), factories and sweatshops, agriculture, criminal activity (drug mules, violent crime, gangs), peddling or begging, restaurants and bars, construction, service industries (nursing homes, cleaning services), hotels, and many other informal, and largely unregulated labor sectors.  

Human trafficking is criminalized under both Florida2 and federal law.  By and large, the majority of prosecutions have been at the federal level.  Like the status of domestic violence decades ago, not all states have anti-trafficking legislation.  Internationally, victims are particularly vulnerable due to archaic laws and views of women and children as property in too many cultures. 

There has also been a great deal of activity and awareness regarding human trafficking in Florida. The Legislature created the state’s first Task Force on Human Trafficking during the 2009 Legislative Session.3 The Department of Children and Families has created numerous training tools, a Legal Best Practices Guide, and a new Operating Procedure that governs how the Abuse Hotline, Child Protective Investigators and Community Based Care Agencies should handle cases of child trafficking.4  The Florida Department of Law Enforcement has created both an advanced course and mandatory course for new recruits on human trafficking.  The Florida Medical Association has just added human trafficking to its mandatory Continuing Medical Education program on domestic violence so that physicians can begin to identify trafficked persons in their practices.  Many others in both the public and private sector are becoming more educated and aware of human trafficking and how to assist victims.

Benefits and Remedies

One of the most important reasons to be able to identify cases of human trafficking is that doing so can make a huge difference in the ability of the state to prosecute these criminals and because it is the only way that the majority of victims will receive relief.  In fact, federal law stipulates that only when a person is identified as a victim of a severe form of trafficking can that person be eligible for social services benefits and other relief.  Failure to identify a person as a victim of trafficking means that this key witness/victim likely cannot access relief to which they are entitled under law. It may also result in the forced relocation and re-victimization of the key witness/victim. Furthermore, the investigation of the human trafficking cases is harmed because one of the most important witnesses to the crime is likely lost forever. 
In order to obtain benefits, an adult victim of trafficking must be “certified” as a victim of a severe form of trafficking.  This Certification (or determination of “eligibility” if the victim is a child) comes in the form of a letter from the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Refugee Resettlement (HHS or ORR).  To become certified, an adult (but not a child) has to be willing to assist in the investigation and prosecution of the traffickers.  Note that even though a child is not required to assist in the investigation and prosecution, law enforcement is usually involved in these cases.  Once certified or deemed eligible to receive benefits, the victim of trafficking can receive the same benefits that refugees are entitled to under law. These benefits include: food stamps, cash assistance, medical care, and other benefits from the many refugee service providers that are located throughout Florida including job skills training and placement, English as a Second Language (ESOL) classes, life skills, transportation, counseling and housing and transportation assistance.
Trafficked persons are also eligible for certain immigration relief. This relief includes: 

· Continued Presence (CP) is temporary immigration relief that can be granted when a federal law enforcement agency petitions to allow victims as potential witnesses to remain in the U.S.  Someone with CP can legally live and work in the U.S. while the criminal case against the trafficker proceeds.

· The T Visa is a four year visa that is available to a “victim of a severe form of trafficking” who, among other things, complies with reasonable requests of law enforcement for help in the investigation or prosecution of the trafficker.   The T Visa also can provide immigration relief to the victim’s immediate family and allows victims of human trafficking who are under 21 to petition for their spouse, children, parents and unmarried siblings less than 18 years of age in the T Visa application.  Adult victims of trafficking who are over 21 are eligible to include their spouse and unmarried children under 21.
· The U Visa is a remedy available to persons who are victims of certain violent crimes and have suffered serious and substantial abuse.  They too must be helping in the investigation and prosecution of the crimes committed against them and like a T Visa, a U Visa also grants the applicant a four year visa, and can also include immigration relief for the victim’s immediate family.

· Asylum is an available remedy for those who can show that they suffered persecution or have a well-founded fear of persecution on account of membership in a social group.

· Special Immigrant Juvenile Status provides abused, abandoned and neglected children a pathway to legal status in the U.S.  

· VAWA Relief provides the applicant with a way to “self-petition” for immigration status without the consent or knowledge of the abusive spouse or, in the case of a child, a parent who is either a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident. 
Trafficked persons are also eligible for a range of benefits under civil law.  The federal 2002 Reauthorization of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) created a private right of action and successful cases have been brought under this law.  Trafficking survivors also have rights of civil relief under labor laws, tort law, contracts and have also successfully sued under homeowners’ policies: this is particularly relevant for people who have been trafficked into domestic servitude.   Florida Statute 772.104 also provides for a civil remedy against traffickers.

Practical Applications
It is important for judges who suspect the individual may be a trafficking victim to avoid court or law enforcement action that inadvertently places the trafficking victim back into the grasp of the trafficker. The judge must ensure that in an inquiry occurs in a manner likely to produce reliable information, in other words, isolated from purported “family.”  Purported co-defendants may actually be in league with the traffickers or seeking to curry favor by revealing to traffickers any statement or interactions of the victim with the “government.”  Protocols, as with domestic violence cases, should be in place in law enforcement agencies for subtly questioning a potential victim of trafficking.  Any agency or office that may have contact with potential victims of trafficking should have similar protocols.

It also is important for judges to be able to identify if the case involves human trafficking so that the judge can ensure that the victim is properly identified and all relevant information is brought to the attention of the court.  The reasons for the court and counsel to take time to identify the client as a victim of trafficking are obvious.  In a criminal case, this is important exculpatory information.  In a civil case, there may be additional damages that are available under the law.  In a dependency case, Children’s Legal Services attorneys will need to make sure they do not place an abused or neglected child in the care of a relative allied with the trafficker (and the court will have to ensure a safe placement outside the control of the trafficker and make certain that the child’s whereabouts are sealed).  In a criminal case, the prosecutor must be aware of both additional crimes that could be present as well as the possibility that they may have arrested a person who is in fact a victim and who is being forced to commit the crimes at issue.  There are some excellent resources available to assist those in the court system with representation of a trafficking victim.5
Finally, there are a host of national and state resources available.6  The Departments of Justice (888-428-7581) and Health and Human Services (888-373-7888) have hotlines to report human trafficking as well as website information to assist both adult and child victims.   

_____________________

 Federal laws – Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 § 22 U.S.C. 7102 (2008); Priv. L. No. 106-386, 8 C.F.R. §1003.19 (2008)

(8) SEVERE FORMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS.—The term ‘‘severe forms of trafficking in persons’’ means—

(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

(B) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

(9) SEX TRAFFICKING.—The term ‘‘sex trafficking’’ means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.

Notes on Federal laws:  

There have been three subsequent reauthorizations of the TVPA which have amended the 2000 Act from which the above definitions are excerpted.  You can access them as follows at:

William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008, Pub. L. No. 110-457 (codified in scattered sections at 22 U.S.C.), available at  William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008.

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109-164 (codified in scattered sections at 22 U.S.C.), available at  Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005.

Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools To End the Exploitation of Children Today Act of 2003, Pub. L. No. 108-21 (codified in scattered sections at 18 U.S.C.), available at  Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools To End the Exploitation of Children Today Act of 2003 (PROTECT Act) .

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2003, Pub. L. No. 108-193 (codified in scattered sections at 22 U.S.C.), available at  Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2003.

Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Pub. L. No. 106-386, 22 U.S.C.  §§7101 et. seq., available at Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000.

2 Fla. Stat. §§ 39.301, 772.104, 787.05 - 787.06, 796.035, 796.045, 895.02 (2009) & Act of 2009, Fla. Ch. L. No. 2009-95.

3 see Act of 2009, Fla. Ch. L. No. 2009-95, available at http://laws.flrules.org/files/Ch_2009-095.pdf.

4 Fla. Dep’t of Children & Families, CFOP 175-15, Child Welfare Legal Services (2009).  Contact the Statewide Human Trafficking Coordinator, Regina Bernadin at Regina_Bernadin@dcf.state.fl.us or 305-376-1948 for more information on how to access these tools.

5 Daniel Werner & Kathleen Kim, Civil Litigation on Behalf of Victims of Human Trafficking (Immigrant Justice Project of the Southern Poverty Law Center) (3rd ed. 2008), available at 

 http://library.lls.edu/atlast/HumanTraffickingManual_web.pdf.

New York Anti-Trafficking Network Legal Subcommittee, Identification and Legal Advocacy for Trafficking Survivors (Dechert LLP, 3rd ed.)(2009),  available at

http://www.ny-anti-trafficking.com/assets/docs/t_visa_manual_3rd_edition_2009.pdf.

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc, Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, & U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops/Migration & Refugee Services, A Guide for Legal Advocates Providing Services to Victims of Human Trafficking(2004), available at http://www.lafla.org/clientservices/specialprojects/AdvocGuide.pdf.

Victims of Trafficking Protection Act , Pub. L. No. 108-193 (codified in scattered sections at 22 U.S.C. & 8 U.S.C.)(2003) (LSC provisions of the Act), available at http://www.lsc.gov/laws/vtpa.php.

6 Trafficking Related Hotline Numbers and Websites

State and Local

· Department of Children and Families, Refugee Services – 850-488-3791

· Local law enforcement

· Local federal authorities 

· Northern District – 850-942-8439

· Middle District – 239-461-2225

· Southern District – 305-961-9001 

· Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center (FIAC), Lucha Project – 305-573-1106, www.fiacfla.org

· Florida Freedom Partnership (FFP) – 866-443-0106, www.floridafreedom.org

· Florida State University, Center for the Advancement of Human Rights – 850-644-4550, www.cahr.fsu.edu 

National

· US Department of Justice – Civil Rights Division, 888-428-7581

· US Department of Health and Human Services, www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking ~ 888-3737-888

· Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS), www.lirs.org

· US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), www.usccb.org 
Information You Can Use

Florida has been particularly hard hit by the nation’s recession.  Among the states, in terms of numbers of home foreclosures as well as the percentage of those unemployed, Florida is, unfortunately, at or near the top of the list.  Many news organizations report that domestic violence is on the rise and the economy is likely to blame.  In an October 27, 2009 news release from Attorney General Bill McCollum, the attorney general reports that “Florida Department of Law Enforcement data comparing Jan-June 2008 to Jan – June 2009 reflects 8.9 percent increase in domestic violence homicides, 100 percent increase in domestic violence manslaughters, and 38 percent increase in stalking which often serves as a precursor to homicide.” (www.myfloridalegal.com)   The following article sheds some light on the relationship between the economic downturn and demand for domestic violence services.
The Impact of the Economy on Domestic Violence

The National Network to End Domestic Violence

Used With Permission

Although an economic downturn itself does not cause domestic violence, it can exacerbate the factors that contribute to domestic violence and reduce victims’ ability to flee.

· Domestic violence is more than three times as likely to occur when couples are experiencing high levels of financial strain as when they are experiencing low levels of financial strain.1
· Women whose male partners experienced two or more periods of unemployment over a 5-year study were almost three times as likely to be victims of intimate violence as were women whose partners were in stable jobs. 2
· Victims frequently report economic needs: In one study, 93% of victims requested help with economic issues and 61% needed three or more of the five kinds of economic help. 3
· Two-thirds of people know someone who is or has been a victim of economic abuse. 4
· Seventy-three percent of shelters attributed the rise in abuse to “financial issues.” “Stress” and “job loss” (61% and 49%, respectively) were also frequently cited as causing the increase in victims seeking shelter.5
· Three out of four domestic violence shelters report an increase in women seeking assistance from abuse since September 2008.6
· The region with the largest reported increase in women seeking help as a result of domestic violence was the South (78%) followed by the Midwest (74%), the Northeast (72%), and the West (71%).7
These circumstances create an increase in demand for services, just as emergency domestic violence service providers are struggling with fewer resources. 

· According to the National Center for Victims of Crime, 92% of victim service providers have seen an increased demand in the last year, but 84% reported that cutbacks in funding were directly affecting their work.8
· In a 2008 survey, domestic violence service providers cited “not enough funding” as the number one reason they were unable to serve victims on the survey day.9
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

1 Michael L. Benson & Greer Litton Fox, Department of Justice, NCJ 193434, Economic Distress, Community Context and Intimate Violence: An Application and Extension of Social Disorganization Theory, Final Report (2002).

2Michael L. Benson and Greer Litton Fox. When Violence Hits Home: How Economics and Neighborhood Play a Role, Research in Brief. NCJ 205004, September 2004, Research in Brief.
3 Lyon, E., Lane, S. (2009). Meeting Survivors’ Needs: A Multi-State Study of Domestic Violence Shelter Experiences. National Resource Center on Domestic Violence and UConn School of Social Work.

4 The Allstate Foundation (2009), Economics Against Abuse National Poll

5 Lyon, E., Lane, S. (2009). Meeting Survivors’ Needs: A Multi-State Study of Domestic Violence Shelter Experiences. National Resource Center on Domestic Violence and UConn School of Social Work.
6 Mary Kay’s Truth About Abuse. Mary Kay Inc. (May 12, 2009).

7 Mary Kay’s Truth About Abuse. Mary Kay Inc. (May 12, 2009).

8 Mary Kay’s Truth About Abuse. Mary Kay Inc. (May 12, 2009).

9 National Center for Victims of Crime. Crime and the Economy. 2009

10Domestic Violence Counts 08: A 24-hour census of domestic violence shelters and services across the United States. The National Network to End Domestic Violence (Feb. 2009)
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Helpful Web Resources

Domestic Violence
http://www.flcourts.org/gen_public/family/familycourts.shtml
DV Benchbook
DV Strategic Plan
Petitioner Brochures
Respondent Brochures
DV Civil Injunction Survey Report
DV Resources for Court Staff
DV Case Management Guidelines
Best Practices Model on Child Support in DV cases
Dating Violence Checklist
Repeat Violence Checklist
Sexual Violence Checklist
DV Checklist
DV Court Action Plan
DV Assessment Final Report 
Questions or comments about this publication should be directed to Selina Fleming at 850-414-1507 or by email at Flemings@flcourts.org.
This project was supported by Grant No. 2008-WF-AX-0047 awarded by the Violence Against Women Grants Office, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.  Points of view in this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice or the Florida Department of Children and Families.
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