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Sue Ryan, 

Program Attorney 

Stalking is one 
of the few 
crimes where 
early 
intervention 
can prevent 
violence and 
death. 

Victim’s Perspective 

Why are some victims unwilling to participate? 

Fear of retaliation 

by stalker 

Stalking 

stopped 

Fear of 

unknown 

Exhausted 

by delays 

Afraid to 

testify 

Public 

judgment 

Framing the Case 

Uncertain Hesitant Afraid 

Responding to Victims 

• Challenges 

• Contact as a safety strategy 

• More about contact disengagement  

Advise disengagement 

Importance of Documentation 

Safety Planning & Threat Assessments 

Responding to Victims 

 Why are some victims unable to disengage from 

offender? 

 Might communicate with them for their own safety 

 May want to know what they are up to (again, for own 

safety) 

 How can you talk to victims about the challenges 

and perceptions of them remaining in contact with 

stalker? 

 Advise others on the outside may see communication as 

the victim being the “instigator.” 

 May negatively impact their case 
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Tips for Working with Victims 

T 

I 

P 
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 Violations of injunctions might be part of 

the course of conduct that makes up the 

crime of stalking 

 Documentation is critical 

Educate victims on the law 

 Incident reports to record each activity 

Documentation is Critical 

Victim Logs 

Police Reports 

Evidence 
Preservation 

Documentation Log 

STALKING INCIDENT LOG 

Date Time Description of Incident 
Location of 

Incident 
Witness Name(s) 

(Attach Address and Phone #) 

Police Called 
(Report #) 

Officer Name 
(Badge #) 

Free to download at www.victimsofcrime.org/src 

Safety 

• For victim or others? 

Is there a threat of imminent harm or 
danger? 

• Any contact can be intermittent 
reinforcement 

• Attempts to negotiate  

• Challenges 

Recommend: disengagement & no contact 

Subjects to Discuss with Victim 

How to balance 
freedom and safety 

Next steps in case 
something happens 

Risk reduction versus 
absolute safety 

How often to reassess 
the safety plan 

Safety 

Safety – Other Considerations 

• Privacy and confidentiality 

Defining our roles 

Organizational policies and procedures 

Threat assessment & safety planning 
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What Does Threat Assessment  

Tell Us? 

Which individuals show signs that demonstrate 

they pose a risk at a particular point in time 

 All other individuals are of “unknown risk”. 

We can never use risk assessment to determine that 

a person is not a risk! 

 Threat level NEVER fixed—can change over 

time 

Constant assessment of threat is a MUST 

 

 

Subjective Threat Assessment 

 Victim-Centered Approach (Subjective) 

 Victim’s perception of risk is most important 

 Scale of fear  

 Explanation  

Consider minimization 

 History of violence 

 Triggers 

 Time patterns in prior abuse? 

On-going Threat Assessments 

Helps the system with limited resources 

Provides practitioners with “red flags” 

Helpful in concert with other information 

Information can be useful to victims 

Escalation of Threats 

Text 

messages 

Dead roses 

Threatening 

call 

Showed up at 

work 
Parked across 

street all night 
Tires slashed 

         4/2/15    4/8/15       4/12/15       4/15/15           4/20/15            4/25/15 

Texts 

Threatening 

call 

Showed up at 

work 

Dead roses 

Parked across 

street all night 

Tires slashed 

Threat Assessment Tools  

Among others… 

 Spousal Risk Assessment Guide (SARA) 

 Violence Risk Assessment Guide (VRAG) 

 Level of Service Inventory – Revised (LSI-R) 

 The Classification of Violence Risk (COVR) 

 Danger Assessment - dangerassessment.org 

 Mosaic - mosaicmethod.com 
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www.dangerassessment.org 

Lethality Assessment Project 

- Louisville Metro Police Dept. DV Lethality Screen for First Responders 

Danger Assessment App 

 One Love Lite Danger Assessment  

 Created by One Love Foundation 

 Free download  

 Includes:  
 risk assessment questionnaire 

 resource listing 

 safety plan for college students  

mosaicmethod.com 

Stalking Risk 

Identification 

Checklist 
- Lorraine Sheridan & 

Karl Roberts (UK) 

See webinar at 
victimsofcrime.org/src 

SHARP 

Stalking and Harassment Assessment and 

Risk Profile 

www.CoerciveControl.org 
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SHARP 

Assesses the big picture of the stalking situation 

Uses a risk profile to contextualize the situation and examine 
a wide range of harms 

Educates about risks and offer some safety suggestions 

Conceptual framework based on current research 

Can be completed by victim/target, friend/family member, 
or professional 

SHARP 

Narrative Report 

Articulate the story with 
a short summary 

• Sound bites 

Third party perspective 

• Self-distancing/pull out of 
the emotion 

• bigger picture perspective 

Safety 
Management Tool 

safety suggestions 
tailored to responses 
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